—_ 


The CASE of the Company of DISTILLERS of 795 
London, 7n reference to a Bill,Intituled, A Bill for incourag- _ * 
ing the Diſlilling of Brandy from Corn, and for laying ſeveral © 


Dutics upon Low W ines. 


Which * Bill will in "Reality prevent the Diſtilling of Brandy from Corn, Diminiſh the 
Kings Reverue, and Ruin the Trade of Diſtilling in England, and ſet up the ſame 


in Foreien 'Parts, 


Titic it is intimated, as it it were intended for encreafing Their Maje- 

[ties Revenue, whereas in Truth it will hinder the Conſumption of 

Corn, as well as lefſen the Revenue, and will be of advantage to no 
Perſon in Erglard, ſave ſuch as are Importers of French Brandy, of which Brandy 
there is now in Lonaon about 4000 Peeces ; and if a great Duty be laid on the 
Matcrials which the Diſtillers uſe for making Ezgliſh "Brinds they will 1n effec: 
be prohibited the uſe of ſach Materials, And the price of *Brandy which is alread: 
advanced from 3o /. to 601. a Tun will rife much higher. 

Note, That French Brandy is now but 8 L, a Ton in France, and if the Impoſit'' 
by this Bill dehgned, be laid on the Materials now uſed in Ergland, twill make ©*+ 
French Traders run all manner of Hazards to bring in French * Brandy for ſo v | 
a Profir, and no Induſtry or Integrity of the Officers will be able to keep it out. 

Spirits or ' Brandy made from Corn is not ſo: palateable or grateful to, the Sto- 
mach as Brandy rnade from Molofſes or Sugar, whereas ' Brandy made from Meo- 
Lifjes or Sugar a)molſt equals Foreign 'Brazdy, and conſequently brings down th« 
Price of it 3 and by the Diſtillers Skill in mingling Brazdy made from Molofſes with 


|] JHIS Bill ſeems to be defigned for the Conſumption of Corn, and by the 


| Spirits made from Corn, they have occaſioned the fale and conſumption in Kind of 


ſeveral thouſand Ton of Brazdy made from Corn which otherwiſe could not have 
been conſumed in kind, and therefore the Importers of Foreign * Brandy kav< 
uſed all Induſtry to prohibit the Diſtillers the uſe of &Holoffes, and if this Bill pat: 
$ d. a Gallon isthereby intended to be laid on Low Wines extracted from e/oloſſes, 
which with the Duty already thereon will amount to 237. a Ton upon the Spirit, 
which is ſo great a Duty that the Diizillers cannot uſe it, and then the Importers 
of Foreign Brands have their Ends, but Their Majeſties and the Nation will i:: 
19jured for that the Revenue and the conſumption of Malted Corn will thereby b. 
leſſened, | 

The Diſtillers do now uſe many Thouſand Quarters of Corn in a Year, and do 
make as good Brandy from Corn as can be made by any Perſon whatſoever, 2nd 
if they had incouragement could make much greater quantities than can be con- 
ſumed here and in Foreign Parts, yet this Bill layes open the Trade to every un--» 


- $kilful pretender 3 which will put Their Majeſties to much greater Expence in Col- 


Icing the Duty and incourage the making a bad Commodity tor the makers pro- 
fit, who are under no regulation or puniſhment if they ſo do. The Conſequence 
whereof will be the preventing the conſumption of Corn, and ruin the Diſtilers, 
whoſe Company firſt invented the making of Spirits from Corn, and who for theſe 
many years palt have born a proportionable part of the Expence neceſlary for 
the ſupport of the Honour and Government of the City, and are now increaſed 
with their Apprentices and Servants to be very numerous. 

The Duty Jaid on Spirits made from Melloffes by this Bill 1s fo great that it can- 
not be uſed here, therefore the Merchants will be forced to ſend their Molloffes to 
Holand, where it is made partly into Sugar by Refiners and Sugar-Bakers, and 
partly Diſtilled 3 and both thoſe Trades were till lately either not known, or 
rarely practiced there,but are ſince grown conſiderable ; and if this Bill paſſes,will 
both be much advanced, and the Dntch will not only in Foreign parts under-ſel! 
us, but by Veſſels laid near our Harbors for that purpoſe, ſupply all our Outward- 
bound Ships with the Spirits made of eHoloffes as cheap. or cheaper than we can 
with Spirits made of Corn, #ho' that be much worſe than what is made of Molaſſes, 
becauſe we pay a great Duty and they none. 

There are ſeveral other parts of this Bill which tend not only to the Deſtruction 
of the Diſtiliers Trade, but of Their Majeſties Plantations, and the leſſening Their 
Majeſties Revenue, and will promote the Intereſt of Foreigners, and other Miſc 
chicts which the Diſtz/ers are ready to make appear if they may be permitted tobe 
hcard thereunto. 


